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SUBJECT: PROPOSED LANGUAGE ON MIDDLE EAST FOR GROMYKO- VANCE 
COMMUNIQUE 

REF: GENEVA 3782 

1 . IN SCOPE PAPER FOR THE SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH GROMYKO 
(WHICH S/S TELLS US WAS IN GENEVA AWAITING PARTY'S 
ARRIVAL MAY 14). YOU WILL HAVE SEEN OUR SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 
GENERAL PRESS LINE ON THE MIDDLE EAST AFTER THE TALKS. 

THE DRAFT IN PARA 3 OF THIS TELEGRAM SEEKS TO INSERT 
SOME OF THAT LANGUAGE INTO YOUR PROPOSAL FOR THE MIDDLE 
EAST PART OF THE COMMUNIQUE. WE HAVE CHANGED THE 
SEQUENCE OF YOUR BRACKETED PASSAGES. AND ENLARGED YOUR 
SECOND BRACKETS. THE OTHER BRACKETED SECTION KEEPS YOUR 
SUGGESTED LANGUAGE FOR COUNTERING A SOVIET PROPOSAL TO 
SET A DATE FOR RECONVENING GENEVA. 
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2. SECRETARY DEPARTED FOR GENEVA THIS MORNING AND THUS 
DOES NOT HAVE WITH HIM LANGUAGE IN PARA 3 BELOW. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

3. AS AGREED BETWEEN THEM IN THEIR MARCH 28-30, 1977 TALKS 

IN MOSCOW, THE TWO SIDES HAD A THOROUGH EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
ON THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM, INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF 
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RESUMING THE WORK OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. THEY 
DISCUSSED THE OBSTACLES STILL TO BE OVERCOME IN CONVENING 
THE CONFERENCE, ESPECIALLY THE ISSUE OF PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATION. THE TWO SIDES REAFFIRMED THAT AS CO-CHAI- 
RMEN OF THE CONFERENCE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
U.S.S.R. IS ESSENTIAL IN BRINGING ABOUT A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE IN THE AREA. BRACKET IN THE SPIRIT OF THIS 
COOPERATION, THEY AGREED THAT IN THEIR CONTACTS WITH 
MIDDLE EAST PARTIES THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO STRESS THAT 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 CONSTITUTE THE BA- 
SIS— ALTERNATIVELY. MUST BE THE AGREED BASIS-FOR THE 
WORK OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. THEY ALSO AGREED THAT 
FLEXIBILITY AND THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE ARE NEEDED ON 
BOTH (ALL) SIDES OF THE DISPUTE IF PROGRESS IS TO BE 
ACHIEVED. CLOSE BRACKETS. THEY AGREED THAT THEY WOULD 
REMAIN IN CLOSE CONTACT ABOUT RESUMING THE WORK OF THE 
GENEVA CONFERENCE IN LIGHT OF THE CONTIN UING CONSULTA- 
TIONS EACH IS HOLDING WITH THE VARIOUS MIDDLE EAST 
PARTIES. BRACKET THEY AGREED THAT THEY WOULD WORK FOR 
RECONVENING THE CONFERENCE THIS YEAR, WHILE RECOGNIZING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF CAREFUL PREPARATION BEFORE THE CONFERENCE 
MEETS. CLOSE BRACKET. CHRISTOPHER 
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